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Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service yi 38 Bank Street 


Vol. XIX May 1, 1952 No. 9 
Be ie, Be Re Oe 
A DARK HORSE 
June 26 
Conrad, Barnaby Houghton, Mifflin 
MATADOR $2.75 


* Report repeated from page 14 of the January lst bulletin, when reported for 
early spring. This is now the July Book of the Month Club selection. "Read this as 
a companion to Tom Lea's The Brave Bulls and you will feel that there is little 
left unsaid. Hemingway has given us, supremely, the drama and poetry of the bull 
fight from the observer's viewpoint; Tom Lea has made one feel that the bull had his 
side; and now- in Conrad's extraordinary study of the psychology of fear through the 
final day in a bull fighter's life of the ring- the bull fighter is seen as the human 
behind the public idol... Pacote, one of the three greatest bullfighters of all time, 
has been persuaded to come out of semi-retirement for a final fight, in competition 
with a relative newcomer. He knows he has lost ground immeasureably; an unhappy love 
affair has been offset by recourse to the bottle; his whole being is permeated by 
fear. I've never read anything in which naked fear was so persuasive and contagious 
a factor, so that the reader finds himself stalked by fear for each page of the book. 
The drama of Sevilla on the day of a great fight- the almost moment by moment living 
with Pacote during the day- the despair when he is pushed down first by the persistent 
and obnoxious American journalist, then by Socorro, whom he knows is his evil neme- 
sis- and the fight itself, young Tano's triumph, Pacote's defeat, and finally the 
spectacular comeback which in its final move cost him his life- all this unfolds as 
one reads with almost unbearable fidelity to scene and mood. A tour de force, suc- 
cessfully carried through." 


A Bit Hazy for the Lazy Days 


There's potency- rather than assured popularity— for John Bell Clayton's SIX ANGELS 
AT MY BACK (Macmillan); an easy reader and renter in Clare Jaynes’ THE EARLY FROST 


-(Random House): and definite name and narrative value in Bruce Lancaster's THE 


SECRET ROAD. (Little, Brown-A.M.P.). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
May 19 


O'Connor, Flannery Harcourt, Brace 
WISE BLOOD $3.00 


A first novel, which develops from partial appearances in the Sewanee and 
Partisan Reviews, in which a Capoted cosmos of satire and allegory and obscurity- or 
is it revelation, narrows down to a distortion of human life. Centered here, in a 
quite savage phantasmagoria of good and evil, is Hazel Motes, once dedicated, now a 
disbeliever in Eastrod, Tennessee, where he decides to preach a new church- the 
"church of truth without Jesus Christ Crucified"- a "church where the blind don't see 
and the lame don't walk and what's dead stays that way". He escapes the attentions 
of Sabbath Lily Hawks, the daughter of an evangelist who fires Hazel's mission with 
hatred; he avoids Enoch Emery, a boy of eighteen who “had wise blood like his daddy” 


‘and who ends up by killing a gorilla, stepping into his skin; and he finds his own 


salvation when he blinds himself with quicklime, creates his own world of darkness 
in which he wastes away to a desired death... A grotesque- for the more zealous 
avantgardists; for others, a deep anesthesia. 
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May 20 


John Day 


Buck, Pearl S. 
THE HIDDEN FLOWER $3.50 
An author best known for her interpretation of the Chinese turns here to anoth- 
r facet of the Orient, in a story rooted in one of today's tragedies, the love of a Jap- 
| anese girl for an American soldier. She has chosen for her central figure a girl with an 
internal conflict; her first fifteen years had been spent in California, and when her fa- 
mily chose Japan rather than a concentration camp, she found she was almost as much Ameri- 
an as Japanese. Then came Lieutenant Allen Kennedy - a case of love at first sight - and 
Josui discovered that her Japanese blood had its claims- and its penalties. Well-born, 
f a student father who had become more intensely Japanese with his rejection of America, 
ind a mother who - up to a point- was traditionally a Japanese woman, Josui pulled back 
from complete capitulation- and Kennedy, an old-school Virginian, married her with Budd- 
hist rites. And then went back to Virginia- to find that his own deep roots, his weak- 
ness in connection with an arrogant and determined mother, made him supine - unable to 
meet the challenge of his marriage. They tried to build an independent life in New York; 
t proved shallow and empty. And Josui- when he goes home to Virginia- alone- for Christ- 
las, chooses her own way out, the sole answer for her unwanted, unborn child... There is 
omething of the stark beauty of a Japanese print - a fragile exquisiteness - an untouch- 
ible quality- a pulling away from tapping emotional depths - a kind of rhythm and poetry 
n the telling. But the validity of the story itself is hurt by the artificiality of the 
injected symbolism, the striving for a deeper philosophical meaning in the passages about 
he child. And the finale leaves one with a sense of unreality. Worth reading- but not 


her. best. 


Stern, G. B. Macmillan 
THE DONKEY SHOE $3.50 


A disappointing performance from an ordinarily dependable performer- in this 
eek behind the scenes of an actress' life. Unconvincing characterization and a plot 
hat lacks both momentum and assurance, and limps to a finale which lacks any emotional 
mpact...Jessica, widowed too young, found only in her stage career a chance to escape 
rom her sorrow; her small daughter Daris was an encumbrance, to be taken seriously du- 
ng a brief summer holiday which to Daris represented the high spot of each dreary, 
onely year. The "donkey shoe" of the title was the symbol of this period of ecstasy, . 

when her mother was a mother, not an actress. The breach widened as the years rolled 
yn; Jessica had triumph on triumph, while Daris, in loneliness and desolation, found 
‘scape in a rowdy crowd and liquor and separation from her idol. Then suddenly, Jessica 
woke to her responsibility- faked an urgency to retire before she was forcibly retired - 
ind arrived at a compromise which once again gave her what she wanted (a chance to go on 
acting) - and fooled Daris into feeling herself wanted and needed. Perhaps Daris was 
fooled - but to this reader at any rate- the whole had a phony ring and would collapse 
t the first strain put upon it. 


vune-2 0) - 


Reynolds, Philip Wm. Sloane 
WHEN AND IF $3.56 


An adventure story of atomic war "when and if" it happens in Europe, told with 
such concentrated attention to the military details, the business of occupation under 
the Soviet, the individual difficulties encountered in moving about, that one gets an 

mpression of realism. The narrator is a Frenchman, veteran of World War II, a super- 
intelligence agent with something of the facility and untouchable quality of a Captain 
Marvel or Hoff's small fry in Dreams of Glory Sell as adventure against an imagined 
background of a superwar, espionage, the revolt of subjugated people against the victor- 
ious Russians. And read between the lines for the reflection of the emotions of Europ- 
eans when faced with the thought of another great war. (Has appeared in France; due 

his year in England and the United States.) 
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Ames, Jennifer eatin Avalon 
THE RELUCTANT CINDERELLA $2.50 


The slipper fitting, but pinching at times, when Carol, who works in a Lon- 
don department store, gets a free trip to the States and a chance at Derek- a wealthy 
American. But along with all of this is Jason Felton, whom she loves, but had been 
eased out of his job by Thelma, his uncle's widow; Thelma, who is vicious, and con- 
ceals a Past; and Florida, where they all end up, is not all cabanas but threats and 
an attempted murder until Jason clears his rights to the store and to Carol... The 
long arm of coincidence, with every muscle flexed. 


Lowell, Elaine Avalon 
THIS TIME FOREVER $2.50 


A one-fingered exercise scaled on the theme that one is never free of some- 
one who loves you and which takes six months married Hilary over a rough spot. For 
she overhears malicious gossip about Dana and herself and his first marriage to Kay, 
discovers there is talk that she has broken up their marriage and in reviewing the 
course of their romance, tries to discover if her love for Dana has been wrong. All 
things however point to Kay as the culprit, selfish, jealous and even venomous, and 
Hilary is almost ready to accept her happiness when a meddlesome relative insists 
that Kay really loved Dana, pleaded for a second chance and tried to commit suicide 
when Dana insisted on divorce, And of course when she gets around to hearing Dana's 
side of the story - all shadows vanish, Ethical molehills that never become mountains. 


MacColl, Rene | Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
ASSIGNMENT STUFFED SHIRT $3.00 


Report repeated from page 641 of the November lst, 1951 bulletin, as follows: 
"A war time Fruit and Vegetables Processing Mission sent from England to the United 
States Harbors strange companions; a sober, dedicated Professor, a jolly tycoon, a 
Dame whose sociological bent brooks no interference, Miss Breast, a lady-like novelist, 
and Cleft, who is having his first fling in public relations. That the mission gets 
off on the wrong foot, that it wins friends involuntarily, that its cross country 
trip ranges from notoriety to melodrama, is part of a good natured spoof of both the 
guests and the hosts. And it is in California, where Miss Breast's new fame and 
Cleft's new flame reach a climax, that spies, psychiatrists, and. the military- and 
the mission- finally untangle. Brightly British, this adds up to a tart bit of fluff." 


June 16 


Lancaster, Bruce Little, Brown 
THE SECRET ROAD $3.00 


* The story of a war within a war, as Tories. battled Rebels, in the strat- 
egic area between Stamford and New London, and the lifeline of information stretched 
across the Sound to Oyster Bay, and through the tenuous reaches of the British lines 
to occupied New York and a "timid man" who dared the impossible. The plot revolves 
around Grant Ledyard, British prisoner bound for the hulks in New York harbor, who 
escapes and is sent by Townsend via the "secret road", in order to rejoin the Ameri- 
cans at Fairfield, Connecticut. There, under the leadership of Talmadge, he plays 
an important part in running down the mystery of "John Anderson", the alias used for 
John Andre - and his tragic involvement with the traitor Benedict Arnold at West Point. 
And at the close, it is Ledyard - and the courageous girl who shared his perils - who 
saved the French gold from capture at Redding Ridge, and, with a handful of French 
and local rebels, fought off the organized power of the Tories, bent on its seizure. 
Exciting reading and a vigorous picture of one phase of the American Revolution of 
which we know little. On the side of romance, the story spins thin, but the fabric 
stands the strain and the whole ranks high in Lancaster's record. 
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June 19 


Pinchot, Ben & Anne Farrar, Straus & Young 
HAGAR $3.50 


A modern setting for a novel of conflict as a quiet Connecticut shore town,domi- 
nated by a paternalistic, one family industry, begins to assume the aspects of an indust- 
rial center - and a battle of emotional tensions intensifies the struggle against change. 
The Family- Blairs and Bleyers - keep feeding the fires of enmity; it comes to a head in 

ithe rivalry between Constant, gently reared and sheltered from knowledge of the family 
scandals, and her cousin Hagar, determined to pay her back for being richer, well-bred, 
ushioned in life. The story has great possibilities latent in the personalities and 
situations involved. But the devious and oblique way of telling the story, starting with 
coday- and the centennial of the Clockworks - and picking up the pieces of the past in a 
kind of counterpoint - until it comes full circle, I found difficult and frequently annoy- 
ing. Nonetheless, many readers will overlook this defect for the sake of a story that 
strikes many familiar chords. 


June 24 


Figgis, Michael Macmillan 
DIANA WAKEFIELD $3.00 


A love story,which surrounds a conflict between character and tradition with a 
air amount of emotion, and which traces some moments of lonely and difficult decision for 
Diana Wakefield, who had become the second wife of an older man and had inherited not only 
the interfering image of his first wife, but also his strong respect for the family estate. 
But over and above her deference for Charles, Diana faces the resentment of her family- in 
that she'd “married beyond herself" as well as the vigilant disapproval of his, and facing 
lack of sympathy on all sides, she is easily susceptible to the attraction of Nigel, an 
artist, who had served under Charles during the war. Their love for each other withstands 

the onus of guilt and calumny and separation, but it is Charles' suicide, prompted by an- 


other motive, which gives Diana the sense of painful responsibility which she must exorcise- 
before she is free for Nigel.... For the women, a story which you can recognize rather than 


remember, in a treatment which if not unbridled is certainly freely vocalized. 
| June 30 


Clayton, John Bell Macmillan 
SIX ANGELS AT MY BACK $1.50-paper 


Report repeated from the February lst bulletin, as follows; this is a test of 
ypaper editions at this price and no cloth edition is planned. "*Starred for distinction, 
not for saleability, this extraordinary first novel marks a newcomer in the Faulkner- 
Hemingway tradition. In sparse, moving prose, Clayton tells a first person story of a 
poor white Florida ‘'cracker' whose limitations kept him bound to a life of frustration and 
an inevitable tragic end which has its own nobility. Ed, who tells the story, his buddy 
Turkey, and Mae, who chose Turkey for a mate because he promised her more, eke out an ex- 
istence on the ragged edge of nothingness in a shack on the Gulf of Mexico. Just over the 
horizon they see visions and dream of owning a sleek convertible, of doing the night clubs 
of Miami, of living in a mansion where the chandeliers drip pseudo diamonds. But Turkey's 
violent temper- despite Ed's more moderate control- keeps them moving from one shabby job 
to another, with intervals of getting bare subsistence from the mud flats at low tide. Mae 
is a gadfly. She spurs them on to momentary ambition. She helps them spend occasional 
small windfalls. She tantalizes Ed to almost betraying Turkey. She irritates them to the 
point of their getting themselves into really serious trouble in the hope of a quick ‘for- 
tune'. And at the last, when Ed recognizes the hopelessness of the impasse, the inevitabi- 
lity of a violent end, he chooses a way out that saves Turkey and Mae and marks finis for 

ilmself. Explosive material here, handled with restraint, sensitivity, and a sort of 
ragic beauty. But it needs word-of-mouth enthusiasm. 
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| 23 


June We 





McCoy, Horace Appleton-Century-Crofts 

SCALPEL $3.50 
Some moral and professignal realignment here as Colonel Tom Owen returns 
from a successful and gratifying surgical career, in Europe under Patton, to the 
stigma that is attached to his family and its generations of miners. Coalville, Pa., 
is aroused and ready for trouble because of his brother Lloyd, who had married into 
society and been the cause, not only of his own death, but a serious mine disaster. 
Tom is ready to separate himself from his background, latches on to the chance to 
make the coal empire pay for his medical services, gets a worthwhile sponsoring from 
Helen, thrice-divorced daughter of the old coal baron and is made when he deals 
peremptorily with the dowager empress' strangulated intestine. Believing his sur- 
gery is sheer luck and that his scrub nurse, Lasher, is part of the charm, he dis- 
covers it is really genius when she leaves him to operate again without her presence. 
Almost secure in his knowledge that his ability is real, he is further awakened to 
the hollowness of his goals when, in doing an amputation during a mine cave-in, he 
tosses social prestige aside for the chance to teach at Harvard. Detailed anatomy, 
both medical and psychological, for a reassessment of values is glamorized with a 
certain cinematic knowhow. 


July 7 


Jaynes, Clare | Random House 
THE EARLY FROST $3.00 


A close-up of an unwanted girl which for all its smoothness of texture does 
not avoid some bitter truthtelling in the story of her painful adaptation to a world 
in which she has no place. For Lann Saunders, awkward, vague, vulnerable, is the 
victim of her mother's rejection when Natalie, a glamorous bitch, maintains a perman- 
ent exile of school and camp for the daughter who was just an "accident" to start 
with. And against a boarding school background of bobbie pins and cuticle oil, of 
girls with parents as well as boys, Lann is seen- as she answers "Personals" to fill 
up her mailbox, as she builds up her mother's second wedding which is held without 
her, as she elaborates the fiction of a swimming instructor to discover it was her 
mother he was after, as she cringes from the memory of the only time she'd evoked 
desire- in an unappetizing elevator boy, as she returns to a new apartment to find 
that the prospect of a baby leaves her with no room of her own, and as- at the year's 
end- the totality and finality of her exclusion takes her a long way from home.... 
Not just the entertainment values of Instruct My Sorrows, ete., this plays on some 
exposed emotions and quickens more than a little compassion and conviction. 


Sylvester, Robert Random House 
INDIAN SUMMER . $3.00 


A not too successful handling of a familiar theme - man's dangerous age, 
when marriage and business wear thin, and diversion, emotionally speaking, takes on 
the allure of reality. At 46, Frank Abe Linken is the successful proprietor of a 
businessman's night club in New York, a respected individual, feeling himself in 
control of his private life. There was a difficult situation at home, growing out 
of his young son's death for which his wife Sue holds him partly responsible. Each 
year, at the anniversary of the accident, she goes to a rest home. And this particu- 
lar year, Abe falls for the appeal of a young model (the inevitable "June and Sept- 
ember" affair) - and his wife returns, feeling well again, to find him involved. 
Things begin to rip at the seams:- the night club, the marriage, Molly's modelling- 
and ultimately Sue's hold on herself. Abe, sound at the core, decides in favor of 
the stable elements in his life- breaks with Molly - and accepts the established 
pattern.... A recognition value here for a recurrent situation puts this on a 
rental level where it stays with no particular originality. 
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May 15 


Padgett, Lewis Gnome 
$2.75 


ROBOTS HAVE NO TAILS 


Five episodes which feature the galvanic genius of scientist Gallagher, who is 
wonderfully creative when drunk, but sobers up to a total blank- as well as the gravity 
pull of colossal hangovers. That he has no control over Joe, a robot he manufactures; 
that he forgets his commitments and the legal infractions which ensue; and that he is 
saved by a demon subconscious, soused in spirits, which invents a manual for 4 space ship, 
a time machine and a locker,and other fabulous devices- provide some patterned sequences. 


Bouncy. 
May 28 


Gnome 


Simak, Clifford D. 
CITY $2.75 


Eight stories, each preceded by an explanatory prologue, of the legends and 
history of the ascendancy of Dogs who, in some 12,000 years have taken over the earth 
nly to find that eventually they will be annihilated by ants. The stories show the dis- 
otegration of the human race, who taught the dogs to talk and read, the threat of the 
utants, the good and the wild robots, the emergence of the cobblies and the insistence 
yn the law of not killing. There's better writing here and a sustained philosophical theme 


hat rates it above the usual SF. 


June 12 


Doubleday 


Fleming, Joan 
THE MAN WHO LOOKED BACK $2.50 


The progressive murders of Roy Unithorne, who hopes to escape the mediocrity of 
1is wife- and his life, provides a careful portrait of a personality off balance. For 
yhile the disarmingly simple device by which Roy effects the disposition of Amy seems 

lawless, the discrepancies in his story alert and alarm a girl he had once known, her 
iance, and the woman with whom he lodges, and the unpredictable possibility forces him 
) kill again, constricts the case against him... British, acerb, apt. 


Avalon 


Joscelyn, Archie 
HOSTAGE $2.50 


Montana and the personal conflict between pushing, rich Dolf Kinney and medico 
erd Eklund, not only over the same girl, Narcissa, but also over patriotism and loyalty. 
or Kinney blackmails Eklund into accepting the post of Army doctor at the fort, uses him 
© run whiskey and guns to the Indians and is ready for a double and triple cross. But 
klund saves the day, averts not only war but a smallpox epidemic. Average-plus. 


June 26 


Doubleday 


Carey, Bernice | 
THE MISSING HEIRESS $2.50 


: The close confinement of a California trailer camp breeds gossip and curios- 
ty and the disappearance of a young heiress sparks off conjecture about a new arrival. 
oung Virginia, determined to keep her marriage hidden from her family, rebuffs all 
ttempts to pierce her disguise and is the favored suspect when murder occurs. It 
akes police patience and Virginia's bad temper to catch the killer - without evidence. 
railer camp life and characters rate higher than the actual unravelling. 
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June 26 

Pratt, Fletcher Doubleday 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY $2.75 


A duo, in which Secret Service George Jones solos against the advances- and 
abuses- of science. The secret manufacture of a formula, as dangerous as it is cura- 
tive, sends him to a laboratory where its powers of duplication are applied to human 
life, and his discovery of a feminine replica nets him a wife. A second inquiry, into 
some missing money from a rocket ship, again leads to a problem in the manufacture of 
humans this time with criminal tendencies... A thin line between possibility and 
actuality- and easy entertainment. | 


Truss, Seldon Doubleday 
DEATH OF NO LADY $2.50 


"That's no lady - that's my wife" provides a keynote to this tale of mur- 
der, jewel robbery, extra-marital infidelities and as odd an assortment of uncongen- 
ial folks as any English village could produce. Connie was virtually hypnotized into 
being a publicity hound by a phony psychologist; her husband, newly rich, thought he 
was getting a shrinking violet - and found himself saddled with a tiger lily. Anda 
lot of people had opportunity and motive for both the jewel robberies and the murder 
which considerably confused the issue for the local police and Scotland Yard. Dev- 
ious but not distinctive. Crime Club. 


July 2 


Box, Edgar Dutton 
DEATH IN THE FIFTH POSITION $2 .50 


More sex than gore in this unsavory concoction of murder in the ballet. 
Between courses of murder and sudden death, the author serves up a variety of af- 
fairs, legal and extra marital and amply detailed closeups, spiced with some excur- 
sions into perversion. The search for the murderer (or murderers) is not vital 
enough to wade through the rest of the story. Skip it. 


Grady, Tex Dutton 
HIGH MESA $2.50 


Wasping bullets and gringo and greaser conflicts for the unsolved problem 
of grand scale rustling and suspected gold discovery are Jeff Macon's babies when he 
comes to clear up the troubles along the border. There is fiery Conchita and seduc- 
tive Madge to confuse his activity and kidnapping and tortures have their part in 
the accomplishment of his Army mission. Some hotspot brutality adds melodrama to a 
Western-plus. 

July 10 


Carnac, Carol Doubleday 
TT'S HER OWN FUNERAL $2.50 


CID Rivers is on deck for the gas poisoning of elderly Ann Tempest and finds 
a domestic tangle to work on as young relatives are suspect in their care of the old 
lady and older descendants are not entirely blameless. There is a missing will, the 
poisoning of a mentally defective girl, the question of the house's treasure and iso- 
lated incidents attributed to individuals for a well-dissected solution. Leisurely 
but intelligent. 


Hitchens, Dolores Doubleday 
NETS TO CATCH THE WIND $2.50 


The wanton killing of a witness, and the detective who is bringing him in 
after the murder of a local gambler, leads Amy Luttrell, the detective's widow, to a 
tearless and fearless follow-up. Through the successive murders her inquiry provokes, 
the threats she ignores, the evidence she unearths, Amy is at last able to clear the 
smear on her husband's name and to clean up some California corruption. Kinetic. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $. 25). 


Benson, Ben - ALIBI AT DUSK Halleran, E.E. - HIGH PRAIRIE 
Faulkner, John - MEN WORKING Mannix, Dan -STEP RIGHT UP: - 
Fergusson, Harvey - WHAT A MAN WANTS Paul, Elliot - MURDER ON THE LEFT BANK 
(Each $.35) 
Elwood, Muriel - WEB OF DESTINY Mason, Richard - FAR FROM HOME 


Sabatini, Raphael - SCARAMOUCHE 
DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Cannan, Joanna - TASTE OF MURDER Haden, Allen - MY ENEMY MY WIFE 
Ermine, Will -.RUSTLERS' BEND Lay, Margaret R. - GEORGIA GIRL 
Fuller, Timothy - KEEP COOL MR. JONES Presnell, Frank G. - TOO HOT TO HANDLE 


($.35) + Maugham, Somerset - MRS. CRADDOCK 
GARDEN CITY BOOKS 
Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Gebler, Ernest - THE PLYMOUTH ADVENTURE Pinchot, Ben & Ann - HEAR THIS WOMAN 
O'Neill, Charles - MORNING TIME Rackowe, Alec - MY LORD AMERICA 


($.50) + Roberts, Kenneth - LYDIA BAILEY 
Reissues (Each $.25) 


Faulkner, William - SOLDIERS' PAY Garner, Claud - CORNBREAD ARISTOCRAT 
Spillane, Mickey - VENGEANCE IS MINE: ONE LONELY NIGHT 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Mentor ($.35) - Dunn,;*L. C. & Dobzhansky, Th.-HEREDITY, RACE AND SOCIETY (Newly revised) 


Signet (Each $.25) 


Aswell, James - THERE'S ONE IN EVERY TOWN Coe, Charles - PRESSURE 
Leveridge, Ralph - WALK ON THE WATER 


Signet-Giant ($.35) + Shaw, Irwin - THE TROUBLED AIR 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Brick, John - THE RAID Gardner, E.S.- THE D.A. BREAKS A SEAL 
Dresser, Davis - THE HANGMEN OF Knight, John-THE STORY OF MY PSYCHOANALYSIS 
SLEEPY VALLEY McGivern, William P. - SHIELD FOR MURDER 


Tracy, Don - THE STRUMPET CITY 


Cardinad Editions 


Buck, Pearl S. -' KINFOLK Hardy, Thomas - TESS OF THE D'URBERVILLES 


du Maurier, Daphne - REBECCA Robinson,Donald - THE 100 MOST IMPORTANT 
PEOPLE IN THE WORLD TODA ’ 
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Note:- No MUST BOOKS: no DARK HORSES .on which we'd put our money. Jim Corbett's MY 
INDIA' (Oxford) is almost alone in dependable, predictable sales. The Agar book, TEST- 
AMENT OF FAITH (Houghton) is important- but difficult. There are several cook-books 
that will be good merchandise. We have grouped them together (See following pages 
for reports.) 





May 15 





Orwell, George a Harcourt, Brace 
HOMAGE TO CATALONIA $3.50 


























A history, published in Britain shortly after the author wrote it in 1937, 
of the few months surrounding the Barcelona Telephone Exchange riots and what the 
writer determines as the Communist betrayal of all of Spain's anti-fascist forces. 
The crux of Orwell's writing is to show the ridiculous misrepresentations of the 
actual happenings in Barcelona and on the front and their meaning for the rest of 
Spain. The Communists were joined with the Government. Another anti-fascist fac- 
tion was the P.0O.U.M. or anarchist militia. They were closely allied with social- 
ist worker movements, ready to build up a workers' revolution. In the beginning 
when issues were but hazily defined,Orwell joined the P.0.U.M. and fought with them- 
at the front. The Communists, considering anarchist-socialist revolutionary po- 
licies as presumptive, sought successfully to purge the P.0.U.M. and rendered them 
through messy journalism, coercive police methods, withdrawal of arms, false reports- 
as Trotskyists, pro-Franco, anything but the potent patriotic force they were. Thus * 
republican Spain lost a power that could have helped beat Franco. Orwell's report is 
as exciting as it is meditative. With his quiet exactitude the midnight skirmishes, 
the political issues, and the utter futility of war come clearly into focus. Per- . 
haps not a book to create sensation in a day when much of what happened at Barcelong 
has been realized, but one enlightening in terms of showing the war way toward 

e mutual understanding and fair play. 


Corbett, Jim Oxford 
MY INDIA $3.00 


The author of isn faters of Aumaon and The Man-Eating Leopard of Rudra- 

prayag continues his portrayal of the life he knew in India, this time - even 
though jungle beasts make their appearance - the accent is on the people, the poor 
who never forget a kindness and whose loyalty transcends their rewards. There's 
Budhu who assumed an illegal debt: Lalajee who, recovered from cholera, was ever 
grateful for Corbett's help: Chamari who lived and died a saint: the Hindus, Mos- 
lems and Mohammedans who were dependable and understanding even when their pay for 
working on th¢é railroad was long overdue: and there is bravery and heroism, mir- 
aculous escapes from jungle terrors and a long account of an Indian Robin Hood, 
Sultana, who with his Dacoits evaded and harried the police. A nostalgic, backward 
look for a life filled with dangers and heart warming associations. 


Scholes, Percy A. Oxford 
THE CONCISE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF MUSIC $6.00 


A smaller and less expensive volume by the writer of the Oxford Companion 

To Music presented as a substitute for the larger work or as a supplement for quick 

reference rather than leisurely examination. While not so fully explanatory as the 

Companion, this book includes new notes on vocal and instrumental performers and con- 

ductors and on numerous individual compositions. Over 10,000 entries, with cross- 

references. Included are: composers, performers and other personalities past and 
© present; instruments; compositions; terms rélating to notation, harmony, form, and 
performance; musical societies, journals, publishing firms, instrument makers, opera 
houses, etc.. 
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May 19 


Tupper & Love 
THE LAND OF BEGINNING AGAIN: $5 .00 | 


The Romance of the Brazos 


Hyer, Julien 


A heterogeneous account- scenic, economic, legendary, historical, anecdotal- of 
Texas' Brazos River. The Brazos- perhaps named so for the refuge from Comanches its waters 
afforded to two early Spanish voyagers who consequently corisidered themselves to be safe, 
"en los Brazos de Dios"- flows from the northwest to the southeast across Texas and empties 
into the Gulf of Mexico just below Houston. In a strongly romantic tone, Mr. Hyer, a long 
time resident and true lover of his land, rambles along the river banks giving the reader 
glorified but fairly accurate pictures of its trees, pasture lands, rough ranch life, oil 
wells, and a good bit of conguisi./or history. Merrit Mauzey, a well known Texas artist, 
has done a multitude of prints for the book, of longhorns, jack rabbits, old houses- in a 
style that is solid,massive, vigorous and in keeping with Mr. Hyer's eulogies. It is a 
sentimental book but one that will give pleasure to any man who loves Texas and knows the 


Brazos. And that's where its market lies. 


June 5 


Gassner, John- fd. & Intro. by Crown 
$4.50 


BEST AMERICAN PLAYS: Third Series 1945-1951 


This volume brings the series up to date (the first two covering the years 1916- 

1946) and contains the full text of the 17 plays chosen. The introduction is an interest- 
ing analysis of the post war years in the theater, of all aspects of playwriting and sub- 
ject-trends, of comparisons with productions of previous years: it is an evaluation of 
the diversity of material and the continuity that enriched the period: it offers a stimu- 
lating survey of plays other than those full-lengthed here. The comments on newcomers 
and older adepts, the observations on the "diminished stimulus" and the criticisms of * 
theatrical weaknesses add to the value of this introduction and the individual introduc- 
tions to each play supplement its value for the student of the theater. The plays chosen 
are Di.j7H OF A SALESMAN; A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE; DETECTIVE STORY; THE MEMBER OF THE 
WEDDING; BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE; THE MQON IS BLUE; MISTER ROBERTS; STATE OF THE UNION; 

INNE OF THE THOUSAND DAYS; THE ICEMAN COMETH; THE AUTUMN GARREN;. COME BACK, LITTLE SHEBA; 


BILLY BUDD: DARKNESS AT NOON: SUMMER AND SNOKE; ALL MY SONS; MEDEA. There is a supplemen- 
tary list of American non-musical plays, of American musical plays, and a bibliography. 


Excellent reference and drama classroom book. 


June 16 


Baber, Daisy F.-as told by Caxton 
Walker, Bill INJUN SUMMER $4 .00 


An old timer, looking back on the old West, and his fiddlefooted itinerary among 
Indians and Mexicans, hard rock miners and cattle bosses, trappers and buffalo hunters, 
with always the lure of untrammeled, untravelled space. There's his childhood there, and 
the five mile walk to school- (for the time that he went); the flashing acquaintance with 
Kit Carson (his great-uncle), Billy the Kid and Geronimo; the hardships of the pioneer 
woman in what was certainly no life for a lady; and the many experiences hunting, cattle 
driving, hauling deer and elk and antelope, trapping wild horses, fighting Indians, etc.... 
The nostalgia shines right through an unvarnished vernacular, gives this a certain fondness 
for what is essentially slow freight- westward bound. 


June 23 
Liebling, A.J. knot @ , ( 
CHICAGO: The Second City $2.50 | 


A blast- at the windy city, as a New Yorker correspondent (where these pieces 
had their original appearance) offers an outlander's insights on some of her institutions, 
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attitudes, and overstated claims to fame. From the dinginess of her appearance, 

to the civic self-approbation of her gestures, from the purely quantitative 
approach and the "first or nothing” psychology which discolors her thinking habits, 
this goes on to her leading citizens- Insull and Capone and the “miasmic influence” 
of Colonel McCormick; her saloons and her race tracks; her social life- “round- 
robbinical"-limited and exhausting; her theatres and stores which reflect a certain 
distrust of native produce; her press and industry; the disgraceful housing condi- 
tions- and the racial feeling it helps to stimulate; the University of Chicago and 
the easy way to an 1.B.M. tabulated degree; etc., etc. An anatomy, with precision 
instruments and more than a little wicked humor, this in its remorseless revela- 
tions should amuse where it does not insult. (Fireworks for local distribution. ) 
Illustrations by Saul Steinberg. . 


June 24 


Latourette, Kenneth Macmillan 
THE AMERICAN RECORD IN THE FAR EAST, 1945-1951 $3.50 


This is a brief summary and interpretation of United States action and 
involvement in the Far East during the six years following the collapse of Japan. 
The author, Sterling Professor of Missions and Oriental History of Yale, was asked 
to prepare the book by the American Institute of Pacific Relations. He feels that 
there are consistent elements in American policy, among them, the concern for the 
welfare of the Asiatic parties and the containment of Communism. It seems to this 
reader that perhaps the economic factors are not given full emphasis here. The 
author gives a quick sketch of former episodes of United States-Asiatic relations, 
then discusses the various countries separately - countries in “the area extending 
from Japan on the east to Pakistan on the West, and including the mainland of Asia 
and the adjacent islands". The book will serve as a quick survey for the "“intell- 
igent general reader", Its interpretations are open to debate, its facts to supp- 
lementation, and its incompleteness, unavoidable in so brief a sketch, will not 
satisfy the person really interested in our dealings with the Far East, who will 
want to use it as a stepping stone into further literature. Mr. Latourette feels 
that on the whole the American record has been favorable; what the final impress 
of United States actions will be, what will happen to and through the Communism 
which he sees threatening the Far East, he wisely refrains from predicting. 


Winslow, Ola Elizabeth ; Macmillan 
MEETINGHOUSE HILL $4 .00 


A book about New England as sturdy as the meetinghouses in which the 
first settlers gathered to worship, this will appeal to people already interested 
in that provocative part of our country, and in religious practices. Miss Winslow 
takes us from the point of embarkation, with the stirring speeches of Bible-minded 
ministers, across the Atlantic to the new world, where the scholarly preachers be- 
came pioneers as well. She discusses the set-up of the religious life of the early 
communities, with the “dooming the seats" of the meetinghouse, the “brotherly watch 
of fellow-members", the ways of organizing communities and churches. She follows 
the succeeding generations through the revival of 1740, when sects broke off from 
the original church, to the close of the Revolution, when theocracy was no more, 
and ministers as well as the men to whom they preached turned from the problems of 
salvation and damnation to those of running an economically and politically sound 
nation. The author shows how minister and congregation changed through the years, 
along with the changing concept of what liberty meant - from freedom to push a re- 
ligion to its farthest bent to freedom as the natural right of man - the kind that 
became the basis of the constitution. Here is America at work, growing, a proud 
and revealing chapter in her history. Put this alongside The Devil in Massachusetts 
as a general survey of the customs and beliefs and way of life in colonial New 


England. 
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July 10 





McWhorter, LV. Caxton * 


(Bordin, Ruth- £d. ) HEAR ME, MY CHIEFS! $10.00 


Here is the story of the Nez Perce Indians as told by members of the tribe to 
the author, whose work was carried on by the editor after his death. There is also re- 
course to documents and reports of the period. The history begins with conjectures as 
to the origins of the group, and carries them through the height of their flowering, 
when they were successful in their constant forays against other tribes, to the en- 
sroachment of whites on their Oregon and Idaho territory, first in the name of Christ, 
and finally their gradual destruction by the whites, ending with the last war for free- 
iom in 1877, when some, under Chief Joseph, surrendered, many died, and others escaped 
to the Sioux in Canada. The book, with its numerous accounts of skirmishes and of 
warriors, sticks mostly to the fighting of the Nez Perces. There is some attempt made 
to give the values of the tribal life in showing the Dreamer religion as it opposed the 
Christian and led them to battle, fearless of death and also kept them a foraging rather 
than an agricultural people. But this is the history of Indian-U.S. relations, of a 
people who fought for their freedom, of a people misunderstood by their conquerors, 
ather than the story of a culture itself. Pretty much of a reference book or book for 
those already interested in the Northwest and its Indians, or Indian-white relations. 


418 black and white illustrations. 
July 14 


Dutton 


Reece, Byron Herbert 
A SONG OF JOY And Other Poems $2.75 
Readers of Mr. Reece's earlier volume of verse, Bow Down in Jericho, will 
find in the present offering more of his ballads, lyrics, and sonnets. He deals here 
.\th religious and biblical themes, nature and its counterpart in man, the nature of 
life, poetry, and love. The poems are in three sections, the first consisting of "A 
ong of Joy", the second "A Song of Dura", which are poems of some length, and others, 
he third "Songs for Breath" and others. Mr. Reece is most successful in his ballads, 
here insistent rhythm carries the reader along to good advantage. The lilt of his 
‘rse serves well in some of the lyrics too, such as "There Never Was Time” or "The Elm 
mond the Moon"; at times, as in "In Matters of Pride", the effect is clumsy and somewhat 
juvenile. Not so serious, and quite pleasant. 


Howe, Irving Random House 
WILLIAM FAULKNER: A Critical Study . $3.00 


Here is a book that will be received with gratitude by readers who want to 
make headway in Faulkner's world but feel they need some guidance in their journey. 
he first section of the book is devoted to a discussion of Faulkner's social and moral 
hemes, essentially his roots in and attitudes toward the South, its past, present, and 
uture. Here is “The World of Yoknapatawpha", in which Faulkner tests the myth of the 
outh, the myth of a defeated homeland which retreats from the troublesome present and 
he unavailable future into a glorious though constantly (for Faulkner) more question- 
)le past. In the second portion of the book the author goes into more detailed ana- 
mysis of the major portion of Faulkner's work. This is surely no definitive work on 
ulkner - it will probably evoke comment from thinkers who feel differently about the 
mwrtist's work or who feel that the book requires supplementation, but it is a thought- 
mol book which, honors (with some reservations) the artist and encourages the examina- 
ion and enjoyment of his writing, thereby fulfilling Mr. Howe's concept of criticism. 
r. Howe feels that Faulkner's greatest strength (and contribution) lies in his capacity 
m enrich American literature with a direct and forceful utterance of universal and deep 
motions: that his limitation lies in his intellectual lack, to date, of the “capacity 


r a high order of comment and observation". 
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— 
Agar, Herbert A Declan otuw Houghton, Mifflin 
TESTAMENT-OF FAITH $4.00 


This is the mature philosophy of the author of A Time for Greatness 
(Little, Brown-1942). Where, in that memorable book, he challenges our thinking 
as Americans and demands that we look inward- and backward- at our failures to 
know the path we must choose, so in this he extends his view to embrace a world 
that should be “one world". A statement of faith, he feels, must be a statement 
of continuity, an acceptance of a natural law to supersede all government, that 
guards our duty to our neighbor, that reflects the will of God. He explores the 
past:- the religious wars, the rise and fall of empires, the periods of temporary 
surcease of hostilities, the wars in which each side felt divinely inspired, the 
successive emergence of nationalism, the dominance of the idea of sovereignty, the 
periods of complacency leading to ultimate despair, the failures of pure democracy 
through the very tyranny of the peoples, the Christian dualism with politics and 
religion intertwined - the dangers we face today, not only in communism. Difficult 
reading, as he shifts back and forth, using periods, trends, men, nations to ill- 
ustrate his points. Recurrently he returns to the core of his idea, that dualism 
must prevail, that Natural Law is the guardian of our entities, the one constant 
doctrine that the state may not coerce the conscience. Painfully, with many set- 
backs, the definition has expanded through as varied interpreters as St. Augustine, 
Thomas Aquinas, Gratian, Grotius, Jefferson, Lincoln, Emerson- and many others. 
The book is disturbing, challenging, difficult of comprehension. One is tempted 
to extract quotations: “We must transfer progress to its proper field and make our 
aim the fulfillment of our moral natures"; “The price of freedom is the acceptance 
of responsibility"; "We must put our own house in order- the house where men believe 
in the higher law and the inner freedom and pursuit of a truth that is absolute". 
And in final conclusion he urges a united West which might yet give the world a 
chance for renewal. We have the power. We have the duty.... Not an easy book to 
sell, but pick those who will read it and appreciate being introduced to its pre- 


cepts. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES .IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


51 Brown, H.J.- HANDWEAVING- price from $4.00 to $4.50 (Harper) 


134 Scott, J.D.- THE WAY TO GLORY- postponed to fall (Knopf) 

‘150 Bryson, L.- THE NEXT AMERICA- price from $3.75 to $3.50 (Harper) 

151 Reilly, William J.- SUCCESSFUL HUMAN RELATIONS- from 4 /23 to 5/7 (Harper ) 

151 Smith, G. Milton- MORE POWER TO YOUR MIND- price from $2.75 to $2.50 (Harper) 
180 McNamara, D.I.- Ed-THE ASCAP BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY- from 4/? to 5/15 (Crowel1) 
181 Bill, Alfred H.- VALLEY FORGE- price from $4.00 to $4.50 (Harper) 


201 Morris, J.K.- JULIE- price from 5/? to 8/? (McGraw-Hill) 
205 Dewey, Thomas E.- JOURNEY TO THE FAR PACIFIC- postponed to 7/14. Midsummer Book of 


the Month Club alternate selection. (Doubleday) 

212 Fowler, B.- MEN, MEAT AND MIRACLES- from 5/1 to 5/9 (Messner) 

213 Winter, J.A.- ARE YOUR TROUBLES PSYCHOSOMATIC- from 5/5 to 5/9 (Messner) 

219 Middleton, Drew- THE DEFENSE OF WESTERN EUROPE- from 5/23 to 5/19 (Appleton-Century) 

220 Villiers, Alan J.- MONSOON SEAS- price from $4.50 to $4.75. Date from 5/? to 6/2 - 
(McGraw-Hill) 

232 deHartog, Jan- THE DISTANT SHORE- definite date 8/20 (Harper) 

2h2 Rosenman, S.I.- WORKING WITH ROOSEVELT- from 5/12 to 5/27 (Harper) 

248 Jones, H.D.-M.D.- MY FIGHT TO CONQUER MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS- from 5/8 to 5/15 


262 Maugham, W.S.- ENCORE- definite price $2.75 (Doubleday) (Messner) 
265 Mills, Charles- THE ALEXANDRIANS- from $4.50 to $4.00 (Putnam) 

266 Coccioli, Carla- HEAVEN AND EARTH- from 5/19 to 7/14 (Prentice-Hall) 

269 Cranston, Paul- TO HEAVEN ON HORSEBACK- from 5/5 to 5/12 (Messner) 
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Barrows (Morrow) 


Brobeck, Florence 
THE GOOD SALAD BOOK $2.95 

. 00397 of them, from the good old standbyes that everyone makes (but oh- is @& 
there anything that varies more? ) to imaginative, unusual concoctions, one meal dishes, 
salads for picnics and parties, for informal and formal occasions, salads for commnity 
affairs and church suppers. Salads are relatively new in the American diet- and for a 
time were considered a health fad; now they may be served as appetizer, as a main course 
a side dish, a separate course in a long meal- or a dessert. There's attention given to 
calorie count- to things to serve with salad- there are 15 pages devoted to salad dress- 
ings alone...Here's another Brobeck item to add to every cookbook shelf. Attractive 


format- clearcut presentation- adequate index. (Published) 


Barrows (Morrow) 


Stegner, Mabel 
ELECTRIC BLENDER RECIPES $3.00 
Formerly Home Economics Consultant for Waring Blenders, the author has de- 
voted a great deal of time and thought and experiment to developing the use of the 
blender to fields outside beverages. Even so, the Table of Contents will astound anyone 
who is not a “blender addict":- soups, salad dressings, beverages, hot breads, spreads 
and sauces, desserts, sherberts and ice creams, cakes and cookies, pies, crusts, vege- 
tables, main courses, sauces, conserves, etc., etc. Some of the recipes sound intrigu- 
ing- and adjustable to electric mixers, with different timing. Others seemed a bit far- 
fetched for preparation in a blender. But the majority make up a pretty sound choice of 
good viands. My one caution would be in the step beyond the preparation of ingredients- 
some of the cooking directions are a trifle hazy- and suggest use by an experienced 
cook, who can fill in the gaps in information- not by a young homemaker. (Published) 


Crown 


Hong, Wallace Yee 
CHINESE COOK BOOK $3.00 





This is probably the most Chinese of the Chinese cook books with which I am 
familiar- and the one that those who put Chinese food above all others will find nearest 
to meeting their needs to translate food from Chinese tables to their own. The arrange- 
ment is unique. A brief introductory paragraph for each break-down explains what the 
foods are ( terms- kinds of food- Chinese usage, etc. ) The recipes list the ingred- 
ients, labelling each alphabetically. Quantity- how prepared- how cooked- refers back 
to ingredients by letter, and to steps by number. Economical of space in recipes that 
include- from the American viewpoint- an incredible number of ingredients, many of them 
unusual. The scope seems limited:- Soups; Rice; “Stir-fry” pork, chicken, beef, etc.; 
Poultry; Shell-fish; Fish; Eggs; and in very brief sections, a limited number of vege- 
tables, cookies, sauces. The painstaking preparation, the meticulous attention to se- 
quence, timing, etc., and the emphasis on combinations strike one as different from the 
average cook book. Easier books to use are How to Cook and Eat in Chinese (Day) and 


The Joy of Chinese Cooking (Greenberg). (6/2) 


Indiana Univ. Press 
COAST TO COAST COOKERY $3.95 


This is not going to prove a practical cookbook to use. As a stunt it has its 
merits; and there are- for those who dig- lots of provocative sounding recipes. But the 
main interest, it might seem, would be for those who collect regional folklore. Here- 
through the media of household editors of newspapers the country over- are representative 
dishes of regional significance. On these pages, for instance, the battle of the chow- 
ders is represented by all the different regional variations. Here the different ver- 
sions of fried chicken- Maryland, Virginia and points south. Here hush puppies- as in- . 
terpreted in different ways- and spoon bread- and various creole dishes. There are 
bits of local food lore, nationality origins and influences, the whole gamut of Ameri- 
ca's melting pot, expressed in foods. The arrangement is alphabetical-by state- and 
there is no attempt to make it a comprehensive cookbook. If you have enjoyed some local 
dish, check on the recipes from that area, and you'll probably find it. But don't use 


it as a basic cookbook. (6/27) 


Tracy, Marian- £d. 


























WHAT VALUE INDEXES? 


_If you postpone posting your indexes, the work pyramids and soon becomes a real 
problem. If you take a half hour out, right after each bulletin reaches you, tt 
1s no problem at all, and the time saved hunting for what you want soon balances 
out the time spent twice a month on posting the key sheets. 


In what way is the index valuable, you:ask. Here are a few of the uses to 
which it can be put. 


A notice comes that a traveler is due on such and such a day. You check down 
your index sheets for the books on that publisher's list, reread the reports, 
and have at least a birdseye view of some of the books he will show you. 


An ad in P.W. catches your eye. You want to check on another opinion than that 
quoted. You look in your index for the page reference on that title, read the 
report, and check back on your order. 


The book supplement of the TIMES or TRIBUNE features a title. What other angles 
have you on that book? Reference to the index, a check on the report, and you 
have check and doublecheck. Books are indexed by author and publisher, not by 
title. 3 


A shipment of books arrives. You look them over, feeling more or less biank as 
to your original reasons for ordering them. You can locate the reports quickly 
through the index record, and refresh your memory. Perhaps just a phrase or a 

suggestion about the market will give you the clue you need. 


You want to have a "sales talk" for your staff. You assign the new books to dif- 
ferent staff members. You prime yourself on the whole group of books, by supple- 
menting those you know from your own reading, with those you haven't time to read, 


by skimming the service reports. Your staff meeting thus has at least one report 
on every book to be sold in the days ahead. 


Rush season - no time to break in the new clerks nor to let them do their own 
reading. Lend them - on successive evenings - the file of reports, so that they 
will get a general picture. Show them how to check the key index to locate re- 
ports on books on which they have inquiries. They will be able to give better 
service. Suggest that they make constant use of the Calendar as a key to reports. 


A customer demands an explanation of why a certain book is out of stock. Perhaps 
you decided against ordering it? Perhaps publication was postponed! Show your 
customer the report in the service. People believe a printed word more than a 
spoken word. You can make the service work two ways:- it can sell books to your 
best customers, if you let them feel themselves especially favored by being 

"in the know";it can support your judgment, or your knowledge, by giving publica- 
tion date corrections, analysis of market appeal, etc. For any or all of these 
uses, the key index is invaluable. 


Files of back key index sheets, divided under date classifications, provide a 
cumulative index to back files of the bulletins themselves. For this purpose, 
we suggest the use of lock post binders. The styles and numbers we recommend 
are the National Slotted Lock Post Binder, style No. 7638 4 or the Wilson-Jones 
Binder, 278-55. Your stationer will order these for you and the cost should be 
about $2.50. Our office system is to keep three months current bulletins and 
index sheets in the leather folder, and to file bulletins and indexes back of 
that period in the post lock binder. This makes old reports readily available. 


Did you know that we prepare quarterly cumulative indexes, alphabetically by 
author, which are an ever present ‘help in time of trouble. The charge is 
$2.00 per year. (Subscribers in the $55 per year '- and up- categories, re- 
ceive cumulative indexes as part of the Service.) 








BY WAY OF DEFINITION 


Virginia Kirkus Bookshop Service supplies you with 24 issues per year, covering about 
4000 Trade Books:- Fiction, General Non-fiction, Juveniles, Reprints, and periodic 
special supplements on Religious Books, etc. 


The reviews are paragraph length, with content addressed (1) to the buyer, who wants 
to know the probable marketability of the book in question, its quality compared with 
previous books by the same author or other similar books in the field, the particular 
sales slant; (2) the sales clerk or librarian, who wants to know enough about the book 
to be able to give customers intelligent information; (3) the public who have neither 
time nor training to arrive at quick judgments on relative merits of new books, and 
who can get a birdseye view of a book before deciding to take it. 


The material is arranged under main divisions (Fiction, Non-fiction, ete.); (2) with- 
in those divisions under MUST BOOKS and DARK HORSES, which classifications indicate 
books sure to be in the public eye and worth at least representation - and under PROB- 
LEMATICAL BOOKS, which indicates that they may fit one market and not another, or that 
they are "blind buys"; (3) according to publication dates. JUVENILE BOOKS are arrang- 
ed under age groupings, with publication dates indicated in parenthesis. 


Isterisks are used to indicate plus quality. Very small bookshops and libraries are 
safe in assuming that the bulk of their selection will come from the Must Books, Dark 
Horses, and starred titles throughout. 


Reports are issued as soon after galley proofs are available as is humanly possible. 
The average is six weeks ahead of publication, except on books added to lists at the 
last moment. Those we group under "last minute" heading. All we can promise is that 


eo: do the best we can with the material the publishers send us; and that in all cases 


our information will be at least a jump on other available information in advance of 
publication. 


Yonthly calendars are issued the 15th of the preceding month. These differ from cal- 
endars issued by the jobbers in that they are selective lists, with titles grouped 

in publication date order, under topical headings. They are intended for quick check- 
ing on outstanding books immediately ahead, and already reported and should help sales 
staff and customers in spreading interest in new books beyond the obvious best sellers. 





Index sheets (by Author or by Publisher - and on gummed or ungummed paper, as you pre- 
fer) accompany each bulletin. Instructions for their use are sent with the original 
set-up of the service. Be sure to keep your key index sheets up to date. The value 
of the service is infinitely greater if fully used. Read WHAT VALUE INDEXES. 





wew key index sheets issued twice a year, - December lst and June lst. 


‘rterly Cunulative Author Indexes are available as part of the Service for shops 
ina $5.00 per month and more. For Public Libraries and small bookshops, they are 
available on special order at $2.00 per year, payable semi-annually. 


luditional Equipment. We recommend Post Binders for filing of back material. These 
should be procurable through your stationer at approximately $2.50...Additional 
leather folders can be ordered from us at cost (currently $1.75)....Additional indexes 
(key sheets) $.56 including postage. 


plicate Bulletins Some subscribers actually clip the bulletins and post them on 
file cards. If you do this, you will need a duplicate set of sheets. These duplicates- 
minus index sheets- are available at flat cost- $8.00 per year. 








Keep this sheet in your binder, until you are thoroughly familiar with the method. 



































PsSTRUCTIONS FOR USE OF INDEX SHEETS 


@ I. Every subscriber on confirmation of subscription receives 


One leather binder 
One key set of index sheets, indexed according to publisher or 
alphabet, as stipulated on subscription form. 


Subscribers in the upper price brackets receive an additional set of index sheets, 
so that the shop is equipped with both alphabetical and publisher key index sheets. 


Additional leather folders may be obtained at cost to us - $1.75 each. 


II. Bulletins are issued twice a month. Each bulletin is indexed (a) according to 
publisher; or (b) alphabetically by author. If your subscription entitles you 
to one copy of each bulletin issued, and a publisher index, you will receive, with 
each issue, the publisher index for that issue. If you have specified preference 
for an author alphabetical index, you will receive an author alphabetical index 
with each bulletin. If you are limited in clerical assistance, we should advise 
the use of gummed index sheets, which may be cut and pasted onto the key index 
sheets, rather than typed thereon. In other words, whatever your original stip- 
ulation for your key index set-up subsequent bulletins will carry corresponding 
type of index. 


Subscribers who receive only one copy of each bulletin may have both types of in- 
dex sheets, with corresponding key index sheets, at a cost of $1.50 per six months. 

Note: (The reason for the six months price is that new key index sheets are issued on 
the first of December and the first of June, so that Fall lists and Spring lists 
may be kept separate.) 


III. When your bulletin reaches you, immediately after the first and fifteenth of each 
month, turn the index over to your typist, and have the items transferred to the 
key index sheets, or in the case of the gummed sheets, cut and pasted. 





For example, if the index in your case is a publisher index, the first item may be 
an Appleton-Century book. Take the key index sheet for Appleton-Century and trans- 
fer the information on your new index onto this sheet. In this way, your key in- 
dex sheets are kept up to date, and at any moment are available for ready reference. 
Publishers with very small lists are listed under Miscellaneous Publishers 


If your index is an alphabetical author index, the first item will be an author 
beginning with A. Take your key index sheet for the letter A and transfer the 

A items from your bulletin index onto this sheet. This will mean that at any time 
you can locate the page reference for a new title under the author heading, a 
great help in giving your customers exact information on content, customer appeal, 
publisher, publication date, price, etc. 


IV. Once the key index sheets are made up, you will find other uses for the ungummed 
bulletin index sheets. Some subscribers use the index sheets for jotting down his 
estimate of probable quantity on each title. Then, after the publisher's represen- 
tative has gone over the sales talk, he adjusts the quantity, and so keeps a running 
record, which will help him evaluate the service. In the case of the gummed sheets, 
this benefit is lost; as the sheets are destroyed by their very use. Keep record 
on bulletins themselves. 


. V. KEEP YOUR KEY INDEX SHEETS UP TO DATE. The service will prove a service only if 
it is used. It is almost impossible to use any service if it is not available for 


quick reference. This method of indexing makes quick reference possible. 











A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR’ JUNE 


Pees Bite, “Chak aes en: Cae 
CONTEMPORARY 

May 20- Buck, Pearl S. THE HIDDEN FLOWER (John Day) $3.50 286 
June 2- Sheean, Vincent RAGE OF THE SOUL (Random House) 3.50 267 

June 3- Evans, Virginia THE LOVELY SEASON (Appleton-Century- 
Crofts ) 3.50 201 
June 23- Tucker, Lael LAMENT FOR FOUR VIRGINS (Random House) 3.50 237 

June 26- Conrad, Barnaby MATADOR (Houghton, Mifflin) July Book 
of the Month Club selection. 2.75 285 
June 30- Clayton, John Bell SIX ANGELS AT MY BACK (Macmillan) 1.50 288 


PERIOD, REGIONAL 


June 16- Lancaster, Bruce THE SECRET ROAD (Little, Brown) 3.00 287 
June 25- Brooks, Win THE SHINING TIDES (Morrow) July Literary 
Guild selection. 3.50 265 
THRILLERS 
June 4- Kuttner, Harry MAN DROWNING (Harper ) 2.50 239 
June 13- Stone, Hampton THE CORPSE THAT REFUSED TO STAY DEAD 
(Simon & Schuster) 2.50 2ho 
June 20- Eberhart, Mignon G. DEAD MAN'S PLANS (Random House) 2.50 269 
June 26- Carey, Bernice THE MISSING HEIRESS (Doubleday ) 2.50 290 
ce Re FA eee 
BIOGRAPHY 
May 16- McKenney, Ruth ALL ABOUT EILEEN (Harcourt, Brace) 3.50 313 
June 4-  Helmericks, Constance & 
Harmon THE FLIGHT OF THE ARCTIC TERN (Little, 
Brown) 4.50 252 
June 4- Saunders, Edith THE MYSTERY OF MARIE LAFARGE (Morrow) 3.50 309 
June 6- Leeming, John F. THE NATIVES ARE FRIENDLY (Dutton) 3.00 253 
June 12- Thurber, James THE THURBER ALBUM (Simon & Schuster) 3.50 2h3 
June 16- Maxwell, Gavin HARPOON VENTURE (Viking) 4.75 © 255 
June 20- Coblentz, E.D.- Ed WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST (Simon & 
Schuster ) 3.50 255 
MISCELLANEOUS 
June 19- Deutsch, Babette POETRY IN OUR TIME (Holt) 6.00 254 





























